MINUTES OF THE RAYNHAM PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION

Regular Monthly Meeting, Jan. 8, 2019, 6:00 p.m.

South School, 305 South Street East, Raynham, MA

In Attendance: Chairman Chris Shaw, Commissioner Jim Brow, Commissioner Josh Daisy, Director Tim McRae, and Administrative Assistant/Recording Secretary SJ Blanchard.  
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  Josh made a motion to approve the minutes of the Dec. 5, 2018 meeting.  Chris seconded the motion and the two voted in favor of the motion.  
Under Old Business, Tim stated that he and the Commissioners need to pick a date to visit the potential sites for the proposed dog park.  He listed obstacles for two of the sites:  

· To the rear of the South School

· The Borden Colony plot (formerly utilized by the radio-control flying club): sending a mixed message where Borden Colony is posted “No Dogs Allowed.”  Also, the land tends to be very wet due to poor drainage.
· The land behind the Reid Field softball field off Bridge Street: land clearing and filling would be required.
Once the Commissioners settle on a specific site, a formal request for it can be submitted to the Board of Selectmen and the grant application process can be initiated.

Chris asked about the maintenance needed at the Raynham State Forest off Locust Street.  Tim responded that it will be the next project tackled by Highway Foreman Norm Sturtevant and his crew.  Plans include renting a chipper.

Tim reported on the following:

· He met with B-R Supt. Derek Swenson last week to discuss expanding childcare at the Merrill School with the addition of an after-school program, thereby increasing the number of children served.  He will meet again with Swenson next Monday.  Plans continue for having an “overflow program” at RMS, where students in families awaiting slots in our childcare program will temporarily have care provided until a slot becomes available, at which time they will transition to our regular programs.  

· There is the possibility of having an Eagle Scout candidate volunteer to construct new bocce courts as his Eagle Scout project.

· He will be meeting with Haresh Daryanani and Joe Arruda on Jan. 9th to discuss specifics regarding the proposed installation of turf at the MLArruda soccer field.  Haresh has indicated that he is still awaiting answers to the questions submitted to the firm that has offered to underwrite the cost of the turf field. 
· There will be a Feb. 22nd meeting with the state about the licensing requirements related to possibly expanding the Merrill School childcare site.
· Taunton Siding Co. will be replacing the office door on some-not-terribly-bitter day in the near future.

· He is looking into obtaining computers for use by childcare students for homework research purposes only.  Childcare administrator Sarah Gluck will block social media capabilities on these computers.  It was suggested that perhaps the computers formerly used at the now-defunct teen center could be utilized for this purpose.

· The cost of installing an alarm system at the office would be $1,200.00, with a $25/month monitoring fee.  Commissioners suggested waiting on this expenditure.

· The childcare programs are going well.  Planning for the school vacation weeks and summer playground programs has begun.

The following field-use application was reviewed and acted on:

1. An application was submitted by Craig Tremblay on behalf of T.O.P.I.C. (The Order for the Preservation of Indian Culture) to hold a two-day Native American pow-wow on the weekend of June 22 & 23, 2019 at the Borden Colony gazebo, surrounding field, and Gymkhana building.  Tim stated that he had contacted Tremblay and learned that in addition to the 2-day event, which includes the lighting of a symbolic fire which will burn throughout the event including overnight, two additional days will be required for the set-up and break-down of the event.  Jim made a motion to approve the request with a four-day fee of $960; Josh seconded the motion and a unanimous vote followed.

A discussion on the cat adoption program followed, initiated by the Chairman.  He stated that it has been determined that this program is neither an agricultural nor a recreational program.
The Massachusetts Dept. of Agriculture, which oversees the APR (Agricultural Preservation Restriction) program in place at Borden Colony, has issued a written statement decreeing that Gymkhana building is located on recreation land, thereby giving the Commission the final call as to the use and purpose of the building.  
Currently, the NOAH cat adoption program operates every Saturday for four hours out of the former North School.  The building is now being used to warehouse confidential town documents and the North School Committee is considering evicting NOAH in an effort to maintain privacy and restrict access there.
The Chairman stated that he does not want to see the NOAH program disappear and feels that the Commission should do its due diligence to help the process.  The Department needs to be mindful that NOAH’s use of the building does not block or hinder the building’s use for other bona fide recreation or agricultural events, as that would violate the deed.  It would appear that a change in the deed could facilitate NOAH’s use of the Gymkhana building for cat adoptions.

The Chairman estimated that it could take 3 or 4 months to push the deed change through with the assistance of the town attorney.  He went on to say that in the meanwhile, NOAH needs to be treated the same as any other organization requesting the use of a town facility.  They need to pull a permit and if there is a conflict, act accordingly.

Tim pointed out that the building gets winterized annually and there is no heat or water available there from mid-November to some point in April.  He also stated that he stands in favor of whatever is for the good of the town and that the deed would need to state that the Gymkhana building can be used for any purpose at the discretion of the Park & Recreation Commission.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

SJ Blanchard
Administrative Assistant/Recording Secretary
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