MINUTES OF THE RAYNHAM PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION

Regular Monthly Meeting, Feb. 6, 2018, 6:00 p.m.

South School, 305 South Street East, Raynham, MA

In Attendance: Chairman Jim Brow, Commissioner Josh Daisy, Commissioner Chris Shaw, Director Andrea Berardi, and Administrative Assistant/Recording Secretary SJ Blanchard.  
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  Chris made a motion to approve the minutes of the Jan. 2, 2018 meeting.  Josh seconded the motion and a unanimous vote followed.
Andrea reported on the following:

· She met with Sel. Joe Pacheco regarding the proposed dog park and walking trails.  They have settled on a May annual town meeting target date for having many of the variables worked out.  
· The leaks in the roofs of the Gymkhana building and the gazebo will be looked at by local contractor Keith Mosman.  
· The office heating system has been repaired with the installation of a new oil tank.  The work was performed by Sean Dyer at a cost of $2,800.  This cost was paid by the Department with the expectation that it will be reimbursed by the town.
· Local contractor Keith Mosman repaired the rotted stairs leading to the basement beneath the bulkhead.  

· The office’s septic holding tank was destroyed last month when it was run over by a contracted snowplow driver working for the town.  The repair work has been completed.
Chris made a motion to recommend that the Board of Selectmen approve a one-day liquor license for each of the following upcoming Lions Club events: March 16th corned beef dinner, April 15th clam boil, May 5th comedy night.  Josh seconded the motion and a unanimous vote followed.

The following field-use requests were acted on:

1. Raynham Flag Football requests the use of either the Griffths, Burke, or the multi-purpose field on Sundays between noon and 3 p.m. from April 29 through June 17.  Andrea noted that while there are currently no issues, the lining of the field will need to be worked out with Norm.  Chris made a motion to approve with no fee, pending field availability.  Josh seconded the motion and a unanimous vote followed.
2. RYBSA submitted a request for the use of the Merrill baseball fields 1 – 7 for the state finals tournament to be held June 29 to July 9 from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily.  Chris made a motion to approve the request with a fee of $550.  Josh seconded the motion and a unanimous vote followed.
3. The Raynham Masters adult soccer club submitted a request to use either the Burke, Arruda, or the multi-purpose field on alternate Sundays between April 8 and June 24 starting at 8 a.m.  Chris made a motion to approve the request with a fee of $550.  Josh seconded the motion and a unanimous vote followed.

4. RIMA, a SE Mass and RI adult baseball league, requests the use of the McKenney Babe Ruth Field on weekends between April 28 and Oct. 28 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  However, they will not need the field every single weekend.  Andrea said that to date, there are no conflicts, but that the group has not yet submitted a schedule.  Chris made a motion to approve the request with a three-season fee of $1,650 pending field availability.  Josh seconded the motion and a unanimous vote followed.

5. Raynham Youth Soccer requests the use of the Arruda, Burke, Griffths, and the multi-purpose field for the spring season starting March 31 through June 30.  Fields will be needed on weekday afternoons and evenings, as well as all day on the weekends.  Chris made a motion to approve with no fee.  Josh seconded the motion and a unanimous vote followed.

6. Raynham Youth Lacrosse requests the use of RMS football/soccer field, RMS upper field, South School field, and the multi-purpose field for their spring and summer seasons starting April 1 through Aug. 31.  Use will be seven days a week on weekday afternoons and evenings and all day on the weekends.  Chris made a motion to approve with no fee, pending field availability.  Josh seconded the motion and a unanimous vote followed.

7. Raynham Raptors Baseball requests the use of the RMS softball field on Sundays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. between March 1 and May 31.  Andrea questioned whether the lack of fencing could interfere with lacrosse, but Chris and Jim felt that it would not be an issue.  Chris made a motion to approve the request with a fee of $550.  Josh seconded the motion and a unanimous vote followed.

Andrea reviewed with the Commissioners the current childcare fees and asked them to consider whether they should be raised for the 2018-2019 school year.  Currently, rates are $45/week/child for before-school care; $85/week/child for 5 days/week after-school care; $72/week/child for 3 days/week after-school care; $160/week/family for 2 siblings in after-school care; $130/week/child for both before- and after-school care 5 days a week.  She noted that these current rates have been in effect for several years.  Commissioners took the matter under advisement until the March meeting.

Andrea reported that she met recently with School Supt. Derek Swenson in reference to the anticipated impact of the end of the pay-to-ride bus program which will go into effect at the start of the 2019-2020 school year.  At least 60 students may be impacted and Swenson theorizes that many families would look towards the district’s before- and after-school childcare programs as a result.  Swenson asked whether it would be possible to expand our programs to accommodate more children, and whether it would be possible to open at 6:30 a.m. rather than our current 7 a.m.  
Acknowledging that we already have rather lengthy waiting lists and have for some time, Andrea sees a lack of childcare classroom space and staffing issues as the biggest impediments to expansion of our services.  However, she would like to see a program open in the Merrill School next year and at the middle school the year after that.

At 6:19 p.m., Chris made a motion to recess the regular meeting in order to enter into Executive Session for the discussion of a personnel matter.  At the end of Executive Session, the regular meeting will be reconvened for the sole purpose of adjournment.  Josh seconded the motion and a unanimous vote followed.
Respectfully submitted, 

SJ Blanchard
Administrative Assistant/Recording Secretary
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