MINUTES OF THE RAYNHAM PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION

Regular Monthly Meeting, Jan. 7, 2020, 6:00 p.m.

South School, 305 South Street East, Raynham, MA

In Attendance: Commissioner Jim Brow, Commissioner Chris Shaw, Director Tim McRae, and Administrative Assistant/Recording Secretary SJ Blanchard. 
Absent: Chairman Josh Daisy.

As temporary acting chairman, Jim Brow called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.  Chris made a motion to approve the minutes of the Dec. 3, 2019 Commission meeting.  Jim seconded the motion and the two voted in favor of the motion.  
Under Old Business, Tim told the Commissioners that the search for a site for a dog park continues.  Also, RYBSA’s proposed work on Field #6 probably will not begin until March.  The Highway Dept. grounds crew is looking to begin clearing at the Raynham State Forest next month. 
The following field-use applications were reviewed and acted on:

1. A request was submitted by Jill Riordan of 646 Locust Street to hold a wedding ceremony at the Borden Colony gazebo on July 11, 2020 from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Tim stated that there is no scheduling conflict and that the grounds crew will make sure that the lawn is in good shape.  Chris made a motion to approve the request with the fee pending researching the amounts charged in the past for similar events.  Jim seconded the motion and the two voted in favor of the motion.

2. Bridgewater-Raynham Girls Lacrosse submitted their spring season request, starting March 23, 2020 and ending June 14, 2020.  The group wants to use the Legion Soccer Field on Mill Street for practices on Mondays through Saturdays from 5 to 7 p.m. and the Bettencourt Field for games on Sundays between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.  Chris made a motion to approve this request with a seasonal fee of $550, pending receipt of a residency roster.  Jim seconded the motion and the two voted in favor of the motion.

3. OTHSL – Raynham Masters submitted a request to use an 11 v 11 soccer field on alternating Sunday mornings from 8 to 10 a.m., beginning in April.  Chris made a motion to approve with a fee of $550; Jim seconded and the two voted in favor.
Jim asked about the post-and-rail fence repairs at Borden Colony just below the Clark Softball Field.  Tim responded that it had been fixed and within days it was hit again.
Tim reported on the following:

· Announcing that in light of the statewide increase in minimum wage, he is requesting consideration of an increase of the fees for the 2020 summer playground program.  Not only will staff wages need to be increased to the new minimum wage, but field trips, transportation, and overtime custodial costs can all be expected to rise.  The proposed new fees are: $200/wk. for full-day; $120/wk. for half-day; $85/wk. for Tadpole program.  Chris made a motion to approve the increases as suggested; Jim seconded and the two voted in favor of the motion.
· Tim also outlined his ideas for introducing a Teen Camp trial run this summer for kids in grades 6, 7, and 8.  The program would run Monday through Thursday with two days being spent onsite and 2 days being spent on field trips.  He added that he ran a similar program in Falmouth and it worked great.  This summer’s trial would run for 2 or 3 weeks at a cost of $225/wk.

· Youth basketball games will start this weekend, and all winter programs will kick off in the next couple of weeks.  New youth offerings will include CSI, Business Sharks, and a new version of Mad Science.  Another new program called Playful Engineers will be sponsored by the Raynham Cultural Council.  It is a free, 2-hour STEM class, open to up to 120 kids who will sign up through Park & Rec.
· The tentative spring opening day for fields is April 1st. 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

SJ Blanchard
Administrative Assistant/Recording Secretary
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